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which is made against the leaders of apparently
hostile parties. Such criticism to be effective
must be employed against the system itself. The
opportunity of destroying many of our ancient
liberties has been already sold to a number of rich
men, and so long as this system of government is
allowed to exist freedom is not safe for one moment.
Liberty and Religion. In this chapter I pointed
out the essential importance of liberty to any
adequate fulfilment of our destiny on this planet.
Those who love liberty and have no illusions about
progress must be prepared to enjoy the philosophic
contemplation of life as a whole only by fits and
starts as and when they can, since if they abandon
themselves to any form of Quietism the fools will
have their own way and dominate everything.
Practical activity is, therefore, specially incumbent
on those who are often the least inclined for it by
reason of their inability to suffer fools gladly. Such
persons should never relapse into the kind of Quiet-
isms either theological or intellectual, which may be
as strong a temptation to them as the song of the
Sirens to Ulysses. Whether there is any " abiding
city " outside this world or not it is clear that there
is no " abiding city " in this world, and human
beings must be prepared both socially and indi-
vidually to encounter perpetual flux and change
and to " cultivate their garden " without looking
too far ahead. The adaptability required for sur-
vival under the conditions of our world can only
be achieved through liberty being a recognised
necessity ; for in all contests between rival nations
or races it is liberty that makes for survival as